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The existence of Korean courtesans remains mostly unknown in the western world, while much

has been written about Chinese and Japanese female entertainers. This is partly because the

official histories of Korea themselves remain quiet; even up to this day many formal histories of

Korea describe little or nothing about them. Also, the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945)

resulted in a negative image for these women and their profession. It is a sad fact that, as

Japan’s military presence on the peninsula became overwhelming, the Korean courtesans

were among the first to be pushed into the role of "comfort women" for the Japanese

armies.Ironically, it was under Korean and Chinese influence that the Japanese developed their

own specific courtesan culture. While in China the courtesan culture was firmly established in

the Tang Dynasty (618-907) and in Korea in the Koryo Dynasty (918-1392), the first Japanese

pleasure quarter opened in 1589. This culture reached its height during the seventeenth and

eighteenth centuries in Japan, where it eventually developed into the geisha - most well known

in the western world today. The Korean courtesan culture was just as marvelous as her

Chinese and Japanese counterparts, and in the high days of their culture these women were

admired and saluted. Indeed several famous courtesans are still remembered and celebrated

today in both South and North Korea in stories, novels, performances and cinema.This book is

intended to give insight into the illustrious courtesan culture of Korea.

About the AuthorMark Stille (Commander, United States Navy, retired) received his BA in

History from the University of Maryland and also holds an MA from the Naval War College. He

recently concluded a nearly 40-year career in the intelligence community including tours on the

faculty of the Naval War College, on the Joint Staff and on US Navy ships. He is the author of

numerous Osprey titles focusing on naval history in the Pacific.Paul Wright has painted ships of

all kinds for most of his career, specializing in steel and steam warships from the late 19th

century to the present day. Paul's art has illustrated the works of Patrick O'Brian, Dudley Pope
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over the world. A Member of the Royal Society of Marine Artists, Paul lives and works in

Surrey. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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GisaengThe Courtesans of Korea Masha Alexandra van der Heijde M.A. In company with

a jade-fair beautyUnder the snow-bright moon,With a golden cup brimming with wineAnd a

zither athwart my lap, I wish to enjoy pursuing romanceAnd pleasures for a hundred

years. Anonymous[1] INDEX INTRODUCTIONI – WOMEN IN EARLY KOREAN

SOCIETYThree Kingdoms PeriodKoryo DynastyII - WOMEN IN THE LAND OF MORNING

CALMThe Choson DynastyIII - COURTESANS IN THE LAND OF MORNING CALMGisaeng
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GisaengBIBLIOGRAPHY INTRODUCTIONThe existence of Korean courtesans remains

mostly unknown in the western world, while much has been written about Chinese and

Japanese female entertainers. This is partly because the official histories of Korea themselves

remain quiet; even up to this day many formal histories of Korea describe little or nothing about

them.[2] Also, the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945) resulted in a negative image for these

women and their profession. It is a sad fact that, as Japan’s military presence on the peninsula

became overwhelming, the Korean courtesans were among the first to be pushed into the role

of "" for the Japanese armies. Ironically, it was under Korean and Chinese influence that the

Japanese developed their own specific courtesan culture. While in China the courtesan culture

was firmly established in the Tang Dynasty (618-907) and in Korea in the Koryo Dynasty

(918-1392), the first Japanese pleasure quarter opened in 1589. This culture reached its height

during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in Japan, where it eventually developed into

the geisha - most well known in the western world today. The Korean courtesan culture was

just as marvelous as her Chinese and Japanese counterparts, and in the high days of their

culture these women were admired and saluted. Indeed several famous courtesans are still

remembered and celebrated today in both South and North Korea in stories, novels,

performances and cinema. This book is intended to give insight into the illustrious courtesan

culture of Korea. Part one describes the history of early Korean women. First it describes the

relative free contacts between men and women, marriage customs and the early female

entertainers. Next the Chinese influence, Confucianism, the result of this on common women’s

lives and the thriving courtesan culture in the Koryo Dynasty (918-1392) is explained. Part two

describes the lives of women and courtesans in the last Korean dynasty. Firstly, it describes the

upcoming of Neo-Confucianism and the influence this had on women’s lives. Secondly, it

describes the profession of the entertaining women and throws light on some famous

courtesans through their poetry, historical roles and their depiction in literature. Thereby, this

book aims to elevate the cultural image of Korean courtesans to the same level as other

famous courtesan cultures. In this book, the term courtesan is used in its original meaning.

That is, as a person who attends the court of a monarch or another powerful person. Thereby,

it is not used in the modern use as prostitute or mistress.[3] It is important to note that the

courtesans of East Asia held a different social role than that of their European counterparts.

They were much more focused on the aspect of entertainment in comparison with European

courtesans. Note on RomanizationBasically this book uses the McCune-Reischauer system for

Korean. Since this work is aimed at non-specialists, diacritical marks are omitted. For Chinese

names and words, the standard pinyin system has been used. From Japanese terms diacritical

marks have been omitted. Korean, Chinese and Japanese personal names are, with few

exceptions, presented with family name first, followed by the given name(s). A special thanks to

Kim Dong-Wook, without whom this book would never have been written. Thank you for your

support.
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remembered and celebrated today in both South and North Korea in stories, novels,

performances and cinema. This book is intended to give insight into the illustrious courtesan

culture of Korea. Part one describes the history of early Korean women. First it describes the

relative free contacts between men and women, marriage customs and the early female

entertainers. Next the Chinese influence, Confucianism, the result of this on common women’s

lives and the thriving courtesan culture in the Koryo Dynasty (918-1392) is explained. Part two

describes the lives of women and courtesans in the last Korean dynasty. Firstly, it describes the

upcoming of Neo-Confucianism and the influence this had on women’s lives. Secondly, it

describes the profession of the entertaining women and throws light on some famous

courtesans through their poetry, historical roles and their depiction in literature. Thereby, this

book aims to elevate the cultural image of Korean courtesans to the same level as other

famous courtesan cultures. In this book, the term courtesan is used in its original meaning.

That is, as a person who attends the court of a monarch or another powerful person. Thereby,

it is not used in the modern use as prostitute or mistress.[3] It is important to note that the

courtesans of East Asia held a different social role than that of their European counterparts.

They were much more focused on the aspect of entertainment in comparison with European
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marks have been omitted. Korean, Chinese and Japanese personal names are, with few

exceptions, presented with family name first, followed by the given name(s). A special thanks to

Kim Dong-Wook, without whom this book would never have been written. Thank you for your

support. IWOMEN IN EARLY KOREAN SOCIETY Do not say you’re leaving.My little heart

melts with love.A singing girl, you may easily forget meOnce you turn your back on me. But an

ordinary soul like meWill never forget you. Courtesan song[4] Three Kingdoms PeriodKorean



recorded history began during the period known as the Three Kingdoms (c. AD 300 – 668).

These kingdoms consisted of the Koguryo Kingdom in the north, and the Silla and Paekche

Kingdoms in the south. Women enjoyed a relative high status during this period. While three

Queens occupied the Silla throne, common men and women had considerable free contacts

during this period and also part of the following Unified Silla era (AD 668-935). For instance,

Chinese sources tell us how men and women spent time together until late in the evening,

singing and dancing.[5] Additionally, a Korean story relates how a daughter of high ranking

officials entertained a prince with song and dance with the hope he would marry her.[6]
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